Rideau Terrier  Specialty Show  August 24 2019

Thank you so much for inviting me to judge your specialty. Having owned, bred and shown Cairn terriers since 1979 I have grown to love these independent and still very functional dogs. I appreciate their personalities, abilities and sense of confidence.

When judging terriers there are qualities that are important not only for me but are also embedded in the breed standards. Temperament, teeth and coat texture are essential if they are to perform their work. The majority of these breeds originated in the UK and for those of us that have lived or visited these fair isles we know a good textured coat will keep out the rain, mud and biting cold. It is not necessary to have profuse coats but correct texture is paramount importance. To earn their keep, these dogs were expected to work at keeping vermin under control whether it was a croft, farm or stately home. This meant having the temperament to face their foe and to dispatch it quickly. 
I am pleased to say that I judged some excellent terriers in the Specialty. I found good temperaments, big teeth and well textured coats and jackets.  Exhibitors presented well groomed terriers with stable temperaments. A few breeds had small entries but they were good representatives.  The Border terriers, Cairn terriers and Miniature Schnauzers had good sized entries. My choices for Best of Breed were not easy due to the quality within the breeds.

My choice for the first 4 placements in group was for the following reasons:

 Specialty winner:-

  #1  Kerry Blue terrier # 1262    

 This young bitch caught my eye at breed level and continued to catch my attention in the group. She was compact, of correct size and beautifully balanced. Her head was correct with a small dark eye, clean cheeks, strong bite and small ears folded just above her skull.  A correct coat colour and texture completed the picture. She entered the ring with confidence and moved smoothly and cleanly. 
  #2  Lakeland terrier # 1359

 This young dog gave strong competition to the Kerry Blue. His size was ideal and his jacket showed impeccable grooming. I was able to feel the correct hard and wiry of coat and note good furnishings. His head was balanced with small correctly placed ears and good strong teeth.  His strong neck was of good length that flowed into his shoulders. He was short and level in back and had good bone in his legs. He stood well up on toes and moved straight and clean.  He was confident and alert.
(2)

#3  Dandie Dinmont terrier # 1036
We do not see this breed in the show ring very often but this bitch caught my eye because I loved the look in her eye and body shape. Her eyes were full and round and were expressive.  I liked her balanced head and ear set. Again strong teeth and correct 
bite gave her the tools to work.  I liked the curves of her top line and correctly carried and placed tail.  Her coat was a mixture of soft and harsh hair and felt correct in texture.
#4  Border terrier #378

   I placed this bitch because I liked her size and condition. She looked and felt wiry and agile. She had an ‘otter’ head, close fitting and wiry coat and large correctly placed teeth.  Her eyes were dark and expressive and I had no doubt she was not afraid to go down any burrow and win the fight.  Her body was deep but not wide and easily spanned.  Nothing was exaggerated in her structure but she looked very capable of continued endurance as she hunted her quarry. She moved with a straight and easy stride.
Best Puppy;

Fox terrier (Wire) # 1348

This young male puppy showed all the qualities of his breed. He was well proportioned and balanced with a well groomed wiry jacket. He had a good length of neck that widened smoothly into a short level back. His legs were strong and stifles well bent. His head was very pleasing with good length, correct proportions and a lovely small dark and fiery eye. Small well placed ears that fell close to his cheeks completed the picture.  He moved straight with good rear drive. This lively puppy stood well up on his toes. I did have this puppy in my ‘cut’ and he was in contention for a group placement.  
 I have given my critique by concentrating on the positive qualities I found in the individual breeds. I have been schooled to always look for qualities rather than faults. This keeps our favourite breeds unique rather than generic. If we are passionate and honest about our breeds we know what we need to improve to keep form and function.  
 My observations on Saturday indicated to me the majority of breeders are on the right track. Type was evident and I found mandatory terrier characteristics in all breeds. 
Thank you for giving me the privilege to evaluate some very lovely dogs.

Margaret Jones

